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The committee during 2007/08
At the 2007 AGM, Simon Parris and Emma Street joined as PG representatives. Mustafa Dikeç left the committee shortly afterwards in November 2007 and so did Simon Parris in February 2008; Tim Heinemann joined as PG representatives and future website editor in February 2007 and Scott Rodger left the committee in June 2007. All of the committee would like to thank Mustafa and Simon for their involvement with the Research Group, as well as Scott for his long-standing commitment to the RG as PG rep as well as website editor.

Following the 2007 AGM at the RGS-IBG Annual Conference in September 2007, a committee meeting took place at Queen Mary in February 2007.
Activities during 2007/08
Sponsored sessions at the RGS-IBG 2008
For the 2008 Annual Conference, UGRG is sponsoring six (4 full sessions and 2 half sessions) sessions as follows: 

· The Geography of Suburban Space, Mordechai (Muki) Haklay; Laura Vaughan

· New Urbanisms and the (Un)Making of Sustainable Cities and Populations, Gesa Helms, Gerry Mooney and Mike Raco

· Negotiating Urban Plurality: Cross-National Urban Governance Research in Europe, Christian Yeomans

· Materialities of Urban Surveillance: David Murakami Wood

· Cities in the world: Responsibility beyond place and politics beyond the local, Nick Clarke; Paul Cloke (jointly sponsored with Political Geography Research Group)

· A joint UGRG and Postgraduate Forum session on Urban Geography
The research group is also hosting two conference guests for the duration of the conference:

· Dr Lynn Hancock, School of Sociology and Social Policy, The University of Liverpool

· Mr. João Seixas, University of Lisbon, Portugal

Undergraduate Dissertation Prize

We received 12 nominations for consideration for the 2007 Award as follows:

1. An investigation into shopping mall visitors and the fear they experience in the presence of hoodies. 

2. An analysis of discourse themes and visions in Glasgow¹s urban regeneration policy. 

3. The politics of housing stock transfer: a study of the Pembury Estate, Hackney. 

4. Changing face of Town Twinning: collaborating in friendship or collaborating to compete? 

5. A critical evaluation of communities first policy practice.

6. How has the introduction of protest permits shaped the use of public space within Parliament Square? 

7. An examination of suburban change and its relationship to the rise of gated communities.

8. Place, self and connection through music: a case study of Sufian Stevens ŒIllinois. 

9. If you stand out a bit, you¹re asking for trouble: investigating performances of the body in spaces of night-time leisure. 

10. A slave to the past: contestation in Bristol¹s cultural landscape.
11. The role of mega-events upon host communities: London 2012. 

12. Mapping Toronto¹s hidden landscapes: the subversive cartography of Bill Bunge. 

The Awards handed out after discussion at the Committee meeting on October 19th 2007 were as follows:

Winner: 

· “Mapping Toronto’s Hidden Landscapes: The Subversive Cartography of Bill Bunge”, by Benjamin Thorpe at Cambridge University.

Highly commended: 

· “Slave to the past contestation in Bristol’s Cultural Landscape”, by Katherine Bodding at Bristol University.

· “The Urbanisation of the Suburbs and the Search for Belonging” by Anna Bullivant at Kings’ College London.

· “Changing Face of Town Twinning: Collaborating in Friendship or Collaborating to Compete” by Kate Maclennan at Leeds University.

17 dissertations have been received for consideration for the 2008 prize. A decision on winners will be made at the Autumn 2008 Committee meeting. 

UGRG conferences and event sponsorship
The committee’s main field of activities centres on the annual UGRG conferences, and, relatedly, an attempt to invite further good quality events in the field of urban geography with a call for conference proposals to be sponsored by the Research Group twice a year. 
UGRG Conference Approaching the City, 1-2 November 2007, Sheffield
The UGRG Annual event for 2007 was a conference on 'Approaching the City', successfully held in Sheffield at St. Mary's Church on 1-2 November. Keynote speakers were Kevin Ward, Steve Pile, Jane Jacobs and Marcus Doel, and excellent papers under the headings of ‘Governance Approaches’, ‘Sensing the City’ and ‘Approaching Cities’. There were approximately 35 participants and we made a special effort to include postgraduates in the CFP, which resulted in a large attendance of PGs and some very interesting poster presentations.
Upcoming UGRG Conference MultipliCITIES, 6-7 November 2008, London,

Building on two earlier conferences - Paradigmatic Cities? and Approaching the City - this year's UGRG conference aims to examine the multiplicities of 'the urban'.  Rather than the unitary object implied by the terms 'the urban' or 'the city', multiple urbanisms are currently being called forth by research that, for instance: challenges conventional representations and hierarchies of cities; 'parochialises' cities of 'the North'; develops research into 'ordinary cities'; uncovers/explores diverse ways of inhabiting urban space; re-examines urban histories; or employs inventive methods of investigating urban experiences.

Urban MultipliCITIES aims to bring some of these proliferating fields into creative contact, and we are seeking contributions from a wide range of urban research that reflect the rich variety of work being undertaken in the field. As keynotes have been confirmed Mustafa Dikeç, Engin Isin, David Pinder and a joint presentation by Gillian Rose, Monica Degen and Begum Baras.
The event will take place at Queen Mary, University of London, 6-7 November 2008.
Conference Sponsorship from UGRG in 2008
As planned in the previous we sponsored one event in Spring 2008 with a small grant of £ 200. It was the Urban artscapes: revisioning contemporary London, which took place at the UCL Urban Laboratory on 27 May 2008. This one-day workshop, organised by Andrew Harris from the Urban Laboratory at University College London, brought together geographers, artists, planners, regeneration specialists and architectural historians to assess how London’s urban geographies over the last two decades have been reshaped and reimagined through practices and urban visions associated with art.
Website, communications and book reviews

We are currently in the process of updating the website. One of its key features is the by now extensive book review section.

A total of thirteen book reviews are now posted on the UGRG website for the year 2008. Books are received from a wide range of publishers and reviews are written by postgraduates from the UK and further afield - one or two from the Czech Republic. 

Future Plans

All ongoing activities (conferences, RGS-IBG sessions, book reviews, awards/prizes) are active and we are looking forward to further suggestions regarding activities for the next year.

Glasgow, 19/08/08
Gesa Helms (UGRG Secretary) 
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