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Event Coordinators: Dr Geoff DeVerteuil (University of Southampton); Dr Andrew Harris (University College London)
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Website/Communications Editor: Regan Koch (University College London) 
Award and Prize Coordinator: Luke Binns (Dublin Institute of Technology)
Post-grad Representatives: Rita Jacinto (Kings College London); Katherine Jones (Kings College London)
The committee during 2011
The most recent changes to the committee were made at the 2010 AGM and saw Tom Slater elected as Chair, Geoff DeVerteuil as Events Coordinator, Regan Koch as Website and Communications Editor, Luke Binns as Award and Prize Coordinator, and Rita Jacinto and Katherine Jones as Postgrad Representatives (see current committee list above). 
Activities during 2011-12
Sponsored sessions at the RGS-IBG 2011
For the 2011 Annual Conference, UGRG sponsored the following sessions:
City-region governance, ten years on
(3 sessions, with PERG)

Collective Life and Urban Space 
(2 sessions)


Financial Crisis, Moral Crisis: New Urban Geographies of Blame and Responsibility


Gentrification in the South (2 sessions)

New Welfare Geographies: The remaking of the British welfare state? (2 sessions, with GJWG)

Perfect places: imagining urban ideals in lusophone context (XXth century)(2 sessions, with DARG)

Reproblematising Regeneration


Researching the South African City: Legitimacy and location in the emergence of a Franco-Anglo South African urbanism (2 sessions, with DARG)

Shrinking Cities: The Governance of Shrinkage within a European Context (2 sessions)

The transition to a low carbon economy: implications for housing and urban development (with PERG)

What is happening to local government? From local governance to localism? (2 sessions, with PolGRG)

The UGRG also hosted several conference guests for the 2011 RGS-IBG Annual Conference. Names to follow.
Undergraduate Dissertation Prize
14 nominations were received for the 2010 Dissertation Awards.  After discussion at the autumn Committee meeting held in October 2010, the winners were decided as follows:
2010 Winner:

Daniella Zana Snapes, University of Nottingham

The new Polish migrant: Social spaces and their role in the expatriate experience of London.

Honourable Mention:

Julie Harris, University of Manchester

Urban exploration: The search for memory in forgotten place
A total of 13 nominations have been received for the 2011 Dissertation Awards.  Winners will be decided at the Autumn 2011 committee meeting.
UGRG conferences and event sponsorship
The UGRG continues to coordinate an annual conference. The most recent event, ALTERNATIVE URBANISMS, was held on 11-12 November 2010, at the Dept. of Geography, University College London.   The conference explored alternative ways of organising, practising and imagining cities.  Contributions responded to recent global turbulence and uncertainty in urban capitalist economies, political frameworks and environmental conditions, and elaborated new ways of challenging existing policies, ideologies and visions, by recognising a broad and complex array of urban geographies, and emphasising the creative and sustainable possibilities of the urban twenty-first century.

Over 100 attendees took part in an absorbing discussion over the two days. The programme took the form of keynote presentations from Michael Edwards, Jane Wills, Colin McFarlane and Malcolm Miles, along with shorter papers, and a poster session by postgraduate students with a prize for the winning poster. 
The preparations for the 2011 annual conference are well underway, to be held on 10-11 November 2011, at the Institute of Geography, University of Edinburgh:
UNEQUAL CITIES will explore the persistence and pervasiveness of inequality in urban life and processes of urbanisation. Income divides, social and cultural exclusion, and differential access to services, employment and political representation remain a stubborn if not growing problem in many urban contexts. This conference seeks to identify and assess key features, trends and representations of inequality between and within cities. It will examine and contrast different ways of understanding, theorising and researching what urban inequalities mean, how they operate, and the tensions and contradictions inherent in them. Bringing together a range of perspectives the conference aims to consider how best to challenge unjust urban geographies and to build and sustain cities for the many not just the few.

We are seeking contributions from a wide array of urban research around a variety of geographical and historical contexts. We hope the informal and supportive forum of the Conference will encourage discussion, debate, learning and collaboration on these themes.

Website, communications and book reviews

This year, after a wonderful collective effort and the services of Richard Milne (a geographer with web design experience) we launched a new website (http://urban-geography.org.uk/).  It contains information on all our activities, forthcoming events, book reviews, plus a section where urban geography syllabi can be downloaded,  and Geoff DeVerteuil’s remarkable database of urban images.
We continue to publish book reviews on our website, and have several books received for which we would welcome reviewers.
Future Plans

All activities (annual conference, RGS-IBG sessions, book reviews, awards/prizes, RGS medals, website and communications) remain active, and we look forward to receiving further suggestions regarding other possible activities in 2011/12.
Tom Slater (UGRG Chair) 23.08.11
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